Ending homelessness...one family at a time.
Welcome!

Greeting Friends!
Big things are happening here at Family Promise of
Genesee County. Nicole and I had a wonderful time at
National Conference. I tried to absorb as much helpful
information as possible. I am so thankful to be a part of
such a wonderful organization, with such a strong
foundation that begins with all of you.
In house, we have been working on improving our
advertising and marketing capabilities. We were graciously
offered the services of Hathaway Cinematics. Zach, the
owner, has created professional headshots, staff photos,
and interviewing some of our coordinators and recording
their processes. The goal of these videos (to be released
soon) is to create awareness about family homelessness
but educate the holistic approach that Family Promise
provides. “What is Family Promise?”, is a question we
often hear we would like to showcase how a contribution
to our program, helps children and their families with a
hand up - rather than with a handout. In addition, Nicole
has been working hard at creating a better online
presence, one that keeps you all updated on what is
happening not only here in Genesee County with
homelessness, but across our Nation. We are facing a
housing crisis epidemic that does not discriminate and is
capable of effecting anyone.
In September, we will launch “Keys to Good Tenancy,”
and have teamed up with Shawn Rowden from ReMax
Edge in Davison to help teach the curriculum. This
program will be available to our current guests, graduates,
and open to community members.
Did you know that for every $1 that is donated it is
matched three times over by community and in-kind
resources? To that end, our Board of Directors is actively
seeking committee members to help grow the whole
organization. Committee members will help plan,
organize, and affect overall function so that we can be
both efficient and effective and help more families in our
community.
If you or someone you know may be interested, please
feel free to contact us via phone or email. We would be so
happy to have your help.

We are so blessed to have you be a part of our
organization! Though we try to say thank you often,
we cannot say it enough. Each of you, no matter how
big or small gives something from your heart that
impacts the families we serve. Whether you spend the
night, cook a meal, read a story, help with homework,
play Candy Land, or coordinate and “rally the troops,”
we would not be here without you! John Heywood is
right, “many hands do make light work!” Our heartfelt
thanks to each of you who do so much to keep our
network moving forward.
As you know, the work we do changes the lives of
families in our community. Those efforts contribute to
a national movement. Did you know Family Promise
is leading the volunteer-driven nonprofit providing
services to homeless families?
Recently, Family Promise released the 2018
Program Services Report which, detailed the
collective impact Affiliates have had across our
country. (You can view this on our website). It puts
in perspective the work we do in preventing
homelessness and stabilizing families at risk or who
have experienced homelessness. Family Promise is
paving the way in providing a holistic solution to
family homelessness.
We have so many exciting things coming. A new
event (hello golfers, we heard you!), a new grant that
will help us prevent children from becoming homeless
right here in our community, and two new life-skill
series that will give our families even more stability as
they rebuild their foundation.
If the timing was not right in the past, but you have
wanted to give a gift, we will put it to good use.
We hope to see you at one of our upcoming events.
Feel free to stop by the Day Center any time!
Again, thank you for all that you do!
Many Blessings,
Family Promise Board of Directors and Staff

We never honestly know what our families
feel as they make the journey through our
program. We didn't find out until she
graduated how badly she and her family
struggled in the program.
As a team, it was eye-opening. We
struggled with questions like, what could
we have done to them feel better? More
welcome? At home? Supported? Loved?
Did we not listen because we were rushing
around our selves? How could we improve
our processes? Our communication? Our
kindness? What if it was our own family
was in their situation?
The team consensus was we need to
remember our families are going through
the hardest day of their life, every day.
Sure we provide a roof over their head and
take care of the rest of their needs, but
every day they get shuttled around. Every
day they are not in control of their
journey; every day, they have someone
telling them what to do or asking for a
recap on what they did do—every day.
So if they are quiet when they arrive,
maybe they got the tenth NO about a job
or housing application. Perhaps they got in
trouble with their boss because they were
late again because the bus wasn't on time,
or maybe their Case Manager said they
need to complete tasks on their to-do list
to stay in the program.
Thank you for all the haven, hope, and
prayer you share every day! Though her
words may sound harsh, the courage it
took for Amanda to write these heartfelt
sentiments mean the world to us!
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FPGC Bridge Apart
Our Board of directors is a
passionate group! After extensive
though, discussion, (and prayer),
in the next direction Family
Promise would take, we are excited to
announce a new program that will enhance
how we help families in our community.
Our Bridge Apart program provides funding,
up to $1,000, available to families who meet
specific criteria.

These funds can cover expenses like rental
deposit, first-month rent, vehicle expenses,
etc. Paying these expenses make it possible
for families to move into permanent housing
within 45 days, which is substantially faster
than our traditional model, which can vary
between 60-90 days.
Often the biggest barrier for our guests to
maintain both employment and sustainable
housing is a reliable vehicle. This program
will allow us to help those families graduate
faster and get to rebuilding their lives.

More good news!
Family Promise and the National Association of
Realtors® (NAR) recently announced the launch
of Keys to Good Tenancy, a responsive
curriculum that provides families with the
knowledge and skills to be good tenants.
The curriculum prepares new renters for
tenancy by addressing a broad spectrum of
elements, including budgeting, leases, home
repairs, maintenance, neighbor relations,
renters’ rights, and more.
FPGC has teamed up with Shawn Rowden from
ReMax Edge in Davison to help teach the
curriculum. This program will be available to
our current guest, graduates, and open to
community members, beginning in September.
If you would like to participate in this program,
we would love to have you! and
Call us at 810.234.9444 or email us at
info@familypromiseofgc.org for more
information.

The mission of Family Promise and Help Us
Move In (HUMI) are very similar—they are
working to raise awareness about the
growing population of children experiencing
homelessness and just like us—they are
working on generating community support
to create sustainable funds that help
children and their families maintain stable
housing.
We are pleased to announce that we are
the latest recipient of this unique matching
grant program. We have begun the work
of reaching out to major local partner, and
then together, we will challenge the
community to match dollar for dollar funds
that result in 4x the grant.
This will be our second step towards
providing stabilization to those in need.

As part of their commitment to Affiliates, and
families, Family Promise (national) teamed up
with Capgemini, to create a workforce
development video series with the goal of
helping families be successful in today’s job
market.

This on-demand programming, will add
another layer of skill development to add on
to the services we already provide.
Pathways to Workplace Success, was
created to empower families to secure not
just jobs, but meaningful employment.
Capgemini created and fine-tuned these
videos with the support and input of the
Affiliate Council, the Guest Advisory Council,
and the national Family Promise staff.
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